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the social sciences, cheerfully confessing that they know
nothing" of psychology. A certain number, perhaps the
majority, of recent writers on social topics recognise the
true position of psychology, but in practice are content to
take as their psychological foundations the ^vague and
extremely misleading psychology embodied in common
speech, with the addition of a few hasty assumptions about
the mind made to suit their particular purposes. There
are signs, however, that this regrettable state of affairs is
about to pass away, that psychology will before long be
accorded in universal practice the position at the base of
the social sciences which the more clear-sighted have long
seen that it ought to occupy.

Since this volume is designed to promote this change
of practice, it is fitting that it should open with a brief
inquiry into the causes of the anomalous state of affairs
at present obtaining and with some indication of the
way in which it is hoped that the change may be brought
about. For there can be no question that the lack of
practical recognition of psychology by the workers in the
social sciences has been in the main due to its deficiencies,
and that the only way of establishing it in its true place
is to make good these deficiencies. What, then, arc these
deficiencies, and why have they so long persisted ? We
may attempt very briefly to indicate the answers to these
questions without presuming to apportion any blame for
the long continuance of these deficiencies oetween the
professed psychologists and the workers in the social
sciences.

The department of psychology that is of primary
importance for the social sciences is that which deals
with the springs of human action, the impulses and
motives that sustain mental and bodily activity and
regulate conduct; and this, of all the departments of
psychology, is the one that has remained in the most
backward state, in which the greatest obscurity, vague-
ness, and confusion still reign. The answers to such
problems as the proper classification of conscious states,
the analysis of them into their elements, the nature of
these elements and the laws of the compounding of them,